
FULL COUNCIL – 23 October 2015

CORPORATE PARENTING GROUP

1) Membership 

Corporate Parenting Group Membership:  
Councillor Paul McLain – Cabinet Member for Children and Young People 
Councillor Lesley Williams – Gloucestershire County Council Representative 
Councillor Chris Coleman – Gloucestershire County Council Representative
Mike Dawson – Chief Executive: Tewkesbury Borough Council 
Charles Welsh – Executive Head Teacher of Oakwood Primary School 
Jon Cryer – University of Gloucestershire
DS Simon Atkinson – Gloucestershire Police Constabulary  
Helen Crystal – Clinical Commissioning Group
Pauline Edwards – Gloucestershire Care Services NHS Trust
Heather Ingram – Executive Head Teacher of the Alternative Schools 
Provision 

Member Champions 
Cllr Joe Harris 
Cllr Brian Oosthuysen 
Cllr Stan Waddington

2) Data relating to Children in Care and Care Leavers in Gloucestershire 

a) We have seen a 0.7 per cent decrease, (5 children), in the number of 
children living in care in Gloucestershire at the end of September 2015. 

b) As of 30 September 2015, 542 children and care leavers were living in 
care in Gloucestershire, an increase of 9.3 per cent, (496 children), from 
the number of children reported in September 2014. 

c) There was a total of 21 admissions made during September, (down on the 
24 admissions reported in August). 

d) Of the 542 children living in care, 245 children, (45.2 per cent), were 
placed in care under a Voluntary Section 20 Arrangement. 

e) 22 children, (4.1 per cent), were placed at home with their parents, down 
on the 24 children, (4.4 per cent), reported in August 2015.

f) The percentage of children experiencing ‘3 or more placement moves’ has 
risen steadily in recent months, with 69 children, (12.7 per cent), reported 
at the end of September 2015.



A detailed performance report (September 2015) will be considered at the 
Corporate Parenting Group meeting on Wednesday 21 October 2015. 

3) Child Sexual Exploitation – Gloucestershire

At a recent Health and Wellbeing Board event, the Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Gloucestershire, confirmed the following information 
relating to Child Sexual Exploitation in Gloucestershire.

a) 258 referrals reported in 2014 (120 referrals reported in 2013); 
b) During the period 1 January to 29 September 2015, there were 210 

referrals;  
c) The number of young people, (under age 18), identified as being at risk of 

child sexual exploitation was 564, (58 male and 506 female); 
d) The children and young people were aged between 9 and 17 years of 

age, (256 aged between 15 and 16 years of age). 
e) The most popular methods of initial contact are social networking (251) 

and face to face (82).
 

4) Regulation 44 Visits

Following recent regulatory changes, the council’s Independent Visits to 
Children’s Residential Homes are now referred to as Regulation 44 visits, 
(previously referred to as Regulation 33 Visits). As you may recall, at the 
council meeting in May 2015, Gloucestershire County Council commissioned 
NYAS to undertake the visits as an external arrangement. 

Those members who have already received training on Regulation 33 Visits 
now have an opportunity to undertake Regulation 44 Visits, feeding any 
comments to the Independent Visitor for the visit. The Independent Visitor will 
then incorporate the comments into an assessment report, clearly identifying 
the origination and evidence base of any comments made. (This will ensure 
the visit remains an independent visit as per the regulatory requirements). The 
visits will continue to take the form of an ‘unannounced visit’. 

To ensure the respective homes are not aware of the planned visit, it is 
imperative all communication between members and NYAS is treated as 
confidential. 

During forthcoming months, contact will be made with the 13 members who 
attended the briefing session on Regulation 33 Visits, held in October 2014, to 
enquire if they are available to attend any of the specified visits. Contact will 
be made on a rolling basis.



5) Corporate Parenting Group Meeting – 21 October 2015

Items to be considered at the Corporate Parenting Group Meeting on 21 
October 2015 include: 

a) Annual Independent Reviewing Officer’s Report 
b) Update on the Over and Under 11’s Service 
c) Virtual School Education Results 
d) Children in Care Data and Performance Update 
e) Health Update

6) Corporate Parenting Event – October 2015

At the Corporate Parenting Group meeting on 23 April 2015, members 
received a presentation from Misha Cormack and Jodie Larner, 
(Ambassadors for Vulnerable Children and Young People in Gloucestershire), 
who informed the group of their intention to host a workshop event involving 
representatives from the Corporate Parenting Group and young people who 
attend Children in Care Council Forums in Gloucestershire. 

The first event will be held at the Growth Hub, University of Gloucestershire, 
Oxstalls Campus, Oxstalls Lane, Gloucester, GL2 9HW at 3.30pm on 
Wednesday 28 October 2015, commencing with afternoon tea at 3.00 pm, 
followed by an interactive workshop from 3.30pm to 5.30pm. The young 
people involved with the arrangements for the event have produced an 
exciting programme, including ‘political speed meetings’ and ‘deal or no deal’ 
style questions and answers. 

Councillor Paul McLain
Cabinet Member for Children and Young People and Strategic 
Commissioning


